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To LONDON , Anno 1683 . 


\ 


In a Poem . By Richard Steere . 
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T« 0 the Reader 


, I 
Reader 


Move preſent thee with a Impartial Narrative; 
Colletted from a Diurnall , and other Credible 
Q Informations of ſome Perſons who haa a ſnare | 
in tbis ſo never to be forgotten a Deliverance , 
and at whoſe Importunity it was Reduced into this 
ſmall Taft, and ſhrouded in the modern Attire of: 
Meaſure ani Cadency, whoſe even and eaſe Pace 
being more Alluring and Captivating (*E ſpecially, 
with youth , or the Critically Ingenious of this Age J 
than the Elabvrate Volumns of Profe left to us. 
by our Worthy Anceſtors , ma) Fog! the ſooner 
Decoy or Invite thy Periſal . 


-# could, not Conveniently avoyd the u ſe of ſors 

Sea phraſes The Subjet bwing 4 Sea Deliverance , 

tho they may ſeem 1nproper and unintelligible to 4 

Land Capacity « 974 if I have crea m nl 
, wn", 


To the. Reader , 
Mi ſapplying thoſe Termes of Art ," 1 bipe the I1- 
genions Mariner will aitribute it to the want cf Ex< 
perzenpe 5: the Tarpolin: ongne +,» 
But to put a period to this Epiſtle , 


Read and Admire the Mercy, -- Tho' the Stile 
Hay make thee think it hardly worth the while . 
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HONUMENTAL MEMORIAL 
OF 


MARINE MERCY &c. 


Ince Every Quill is ſilent to Relate 

What being known muſt needs be wonder'd at 

] take the boldneſs to preſent your Eye 

With Safty's 'ProſpetF in Extremity 

Which tho not. Cloath'd with Ac ademich.Skill , 

Or lofty Raptures of a Poer's Quill ; 

But wrapt in 74ggs,through which your eyes may ſes 

The Naked Truth in plain ſimplicitee - 

_ T'without further prologue Lanch with Ink 

With Captain B/ſfor in th' Adventure Pinck.; 

ded in December on the fourteenth day , 

His Anchors PEI21'@ IN Maſſachuſets BAC, oe 
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New-England*s Chiefeſt Port, and ſayting '+) 


Soon 1ay'd the Land below the Horizon . 

The'Sea was kind, the Sky ſerene and clear , 
All ſeem to ſmile, no threating Frowns appear 3 
Yet ſometimes Clouds of Rain, of Hail, of Snow 5 
Sometimes the winds more lofty, ſometimes low 2 

The Mariners and Paſſengers aboard , 

Enjoying what the Veſſel did afford 
With Satisfaction, and in full Content : 
"This good beginning was Encouragement 
: f good {ſnccels, in hope and expeCtation 
The Ship might prove an Ark of preſervation z 
Her ſwel»g ſayls gave her a nimble motion , 
Making her Kect to plough the Yeilding Ocean, 
Whole little Bows ftill her Bow out braves , 
Glideing Tryumphant ofre the Curled waves . 
Thus for five weeks the gentler winds did play 
Upon the Oceans Surface to convey 
Our little Pack, , filling her plyant Sayles 
With ealle Breezes, ſweet TopgaBant Gailes : 
And now the 7arimers by Judgment found 
We did approach nigh to Great Brittains gronnd © 
And LNErEIOre / heav'd the Deeg-ſea lead to ſound, 
W hich tho they F=thom'd not did Truth afford , 
For the {am eniaht 2 Lazd bird came aboard , 
And the next morning we beheld two more 
- Which made the Jud gment good they gave before. 
Had we continu'd 7945 upon the Deep 
We had bin Charm'd into a drowke leep 
If calme Security , nor had we known = 
The E Excellence of PXESERVATION|S 
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We made her Engliſh, 


(3) 
We had been Dumb and filent to Exprefs 
Aﬀectedly the Yoy*ges good ſuccels . 

But to awake and Rowſe our ſleepy minds, 
The Po'wrs above let looſe th' unruly winds , 
Heav*ns milder Puffs with violence at laſt 
Let fly more fierce, and blow a ſtronger Blaſt 


The dark'ned Sky with gloomy Cloads o're ſpread, 


Whoſe moiſt'ned flecces have Enveloped 

Tempeſtons Flaws which Hue more and more 

In Thuader's Language, or as Canons roar : 

The weighty Seas Roul from the Deeps beneat 
Hill ftands on bill by force of Heav'n blown ous: 5 
And from the rocks foundations do ariſe 


| As thoreſolv'd to form th' Impending Skyes ; 


Flaws from thoſe lofty Battlements are hurld , 


: As to a Chaos they add ſhake the world : 


Thus as between a warr of Sea and Heaven, 


| From place to place our little Ship i iS driven ; S 


And by the Seas tot like a ball in ſport , 
From wave to wave in Neptunes Tennis Court . 


While thus the winds & ſeas their pow'rs diſputs 


A neighb*ring object did our Eyes falute , 


A Sayle to windward ; ( in Diſtreſs no doubt ) 
V/ho Firfd a Gun and heav'd their Colours out ;; 
but no help could give , 
The Lofty Seas found each enough to /ive 
But in the morning we to wizdward were 

And Bearing dow:: reſolvd to ſpeak with her , 
And underſtood ſhe from Ezff India came , 
Under Commang of C aptain fa Hide by Name 
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Burdea 
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(4) 
Burden fix hundred Tuns and Ninety Men 
Having about ten »0nths from 1ndja been , 
And had bin Beating ſix weeks on the Coaft 
Wanting Provi/'oz, almoſt ſpent and Loſt : 
An Interval of forms became their freind, 
And gave us leave ſome little help to lend : 
The ſtorm renewing its Impetuous Force 
Vid Each from Other further off Divorce, 
Yet we might ſee them two or three dayes more z 
But ſince have heard that they were drave a,ſhore 
Somewhere in Cornwall, on the Weſtern Coaſt , 
And ev ry Soul except two Boyes were loſt . 

Still the reſiſtleſs wizds rebellious grow , 
\As they the Univerſe would Overthrow , | 
The pondrous ſeas like Rowling Aountains ſtill , 
Each Blow ſeeming an Alpean hill 
By 1ts prodigions Altitude : Deſpair 
And fear of Danger. moves all lips to pray r 
Mixt with Inasſtry, but Induſtry failes , 
The Pumps are now in uſe but not the Sayles, 
The Artiſt's Q#zadrants now are uſeleſs grown , 
For Darkyeſs dwells upon our Horizon ; 
Thus we for ſev'ral days upon the Ocear 
Did Ly a Huil, keeping our Pumps in motion ; 
Till Fanxary twenty frxth at night , 
A mighty Sea did Overwhelm vs quite » 
Which falling down with a reſiſtleſs ſtroke 
Both our Ships Wafte( or well built Gznwalls ) broke 
And carr'd away : now ſeeming like a Wreck, 
From the Fore-caftle to the Quarter Deck, _ 

. $ 
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Beſides Two weight y Anchors from the Bow , 
With Ropes, & King-bolt' ( where 5 Boat was ; faſt , 
And we conſtrain'd to cut our 1Mizen maſt , ) 

All loſt at once : Affiftions'now prevail , 

And each mans heart and ſtrength begins to fail ; 
Sometimes we ſeem to {ik {oinetimes to float , 

The- Maſters mate tear's fron his back bis Coat 
And ftnffs between the 7;zubers ; then they cry 
For Bedding , Ruggs, and Blankets eagerly » 
Which when obtain'd they Crowd into each place 
Where ſtreames of water Iſſu'd 1n apace : 

But all Induſtry ſeems without ſucceſs , . 

The Kageing ſtorm grows rather more than Leis ; 
Over thoſe Rzggs they added ſkins of Bears , 

And two new Clothes which our new matr ſail ſpares 
Here may the hand of providence be Ey'd , 

The ſayl was made by thoſe two clothes too wide, 
Which by ſo much, we had made fo much leſs 
Put a fevr dayes before our great Diſtreſs ; 

Ropes Fore and Aft were ſtreched to ſecure 

'The Adarimers, who icarcely could endure 

Thole Biz-ſwel'sd Billows, ( what are feeble men ? ) 
So oft waſh d in, and out and in agen » 

Sometimes upon, {ometimes within the Ocean ; 
The Pumps nev'r ſacking tho in Conſtant motion 5 
Whilſt all the men and women then oz b9:rd 
With earne!t Cryes did call upon the LU&XD . 
The Seas did frequently, 0 erflow the {: Pr , 
And we ers offen buri'd in the Deep 


(5) py 
The Long boat Windleſs, Captftern, with the blow 
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The Cheſts bstweer Decks ſmim as in a flood , 
here men up to their kzces 1n water ſtood , 
Expetcting ev*ry Moment grim lookid Death 
With that cold Element wonld ſtop their breath - 
When fuddenly a voice ſalutes our ears , 
With Joy unſpeakable amidſt our Fears, 
Ove of the PUMPS does SUCK ! who can believe 
What uynexpetted Comfort a Repreive 
Brings a Condemned Convif : So that Voice 
Cauſed each Caſt down ſpirit to Rejoyce . 
But on the Fifth of February we 
Spd 2 prodigious Mountain of a ſea , 
Which with a pondrous and reſiſtleſs Stroke 
The Fixed L able and the Benches broke , 
And with its Force Opfned the Cabbin Door - 
A weighty Cheſt of Tooles away it bore 
Then with loud Ecchos ev*ry Tongue declares 
Our Period come, our Hopes were now Delpaires, 


For we lay burid in the Oceans Womb . 


And might conclude it was our wat*ry Tomb ; 
But an Almighty power became our Freind, 
Cauſing our vari*d Veſſel to Aſcend , 
And by degrees climb up the /ountain waves , 
From whence our cyes might view our firid Graves ; 
'Thus the Great God did Snatch us from below , 
Unto-whoſe pow'r we all our fſafeties owe - 

Some few dayes after we a Ship might ſee, 
Which Coming up with underſtood to be 


wat Enoland bound, and from Yirgina came , 


2. bY... 7 - T 
6regory Snger was her Captains Name 3 


(7) 
$6 Leaky (that tho they did what they could ) 

Sh* had ſix or /ev*n foot water in the Hould , 

The Safety of their Lives they qnly ſought , 

For to preſerve their Yeſſc! they could not , 

And Hoyſting out their Boat to come aboard 

Which could not Safety to then! all afford, 

Yet Thirteen of them ſoon into 1t preſt : 

And puttirg off, promiſ'd to fetch the Reſt : 

When they came nigh our 5:42 ſych fear was ſhown, 
None fought the good of 05275 but his own , 

Each ſtriving to preſerve himſeKk with haft, 

without regard to make the Painter faſt ; 

( Had they Endeavour'd , it had bin in vain ) 

The Boat ſuch wrong and dammage did ſuſtain ; 

In Laying us avoard her Bows were Stavfd , 

That t*was meer Mercy any man was fav<d : 

Soon the Dilabied Boar was gon 4 arift . 

- And now no hope of preſfervyat*on left 

For thoſe behind, who were in number five , 

For *twas not poſlible the Ship ſhould Le , 

Nor with our Veſle] did we dare come nigh , | 
For {till the troubled Sea r-9 monntains gh > | 
Tho their Intreaties, Peircing Cries and Grones » 
Might even draw Remorinels out of Stones ; | 
And now becaule of the approaching night, 
We did adviie them to 2ang out a Light . \ 
Which but till eight a Clock appezr<d in Sight ; ) 
After whici time 1t did no more appear , 
And we concluded ( as we well might fcar ) 
They then went down : Tho we could not relies 
Thelr Pents,thelr loſs we could notghooſe byt grieve, 


BAR ( Q» [i Violeace ) D#7 ue ont ig ved: ef 5 


(8) 


And now ſome Comfort we begin to find; 
The winds are Calmer and the Seas more kind , 
Now Heav ns alſcourging hand its ſtrokes withdrew 
And former Conſolations did Renew , 

By giving us at length the S7zht of Land , 

By an Oreruling providential hand : 

Our Cloudy cares appear to fly apace , 

And Comforts ſeemingly ſupply their place ; 
The fourteenth day at Plymouth we Arrive , 
With thoſe thirteen we had preſery d alive : 
The nineteenth day for £624 we ſer ſayle, 
With not too much wizd, but a mod'rate Gale : . 
But as if Heav'z with anger ſhould reprove , 
That we thoſe mercies did not well Improve ; 
Its Breath comes forth with Fury as before , 
And we tho in the Downes and nigh the Shore , 
Muſt feel more ſtrokes of the chaſtiſing Rod 

Of our offended of our angry GOD . ; 

The Two and twentieth day much wizd did blow, 
When in the Downs we let our Anchor goe , 
But it came home ': we our Shift Anchor Caft , 
Which ( ſignificant ) came home as faſt, 

And we were driven up along ft the Side 

Of a Ship there, which did at Anchor ride , 

Our Arzchor took her Cable, and did paſs 

Up with a ſpeedy motion to her Haſs. 

Which at their Bows they Cutting from the Cable , 
And t,other Anchor bei eing too unable 

To bring 1 1s UP, broke in-the ſhark. and we 


We 


(9) 
We thought to Anchor then in 1?oulſzone Bay , ; 
And let our ſmall Bower go without delay ,. | 
' Which: like a rotten ſtick was quickly broke +- 
( When once it camE+-to ſtrain Jbo th flewks & ftocksy 
Neither Shift- Anchor, BeSt nor yet Small Bower © 
To Bring, us up had ſtrength enou;zh or power ; 
And .in the Afternoon the wirds.R eſtrain 
Their farious Blaſts , now only did remain 
Our ſmall Ceage Anchor, ( unto which we muſt 
Our Lives, our Ship, and all her C- rgo truſt, ) 
Which Letting go, Heav ns care did fo provide, 
That we that Ebb ſecure in ſafety Ride z 
From which our apprehenſions may. Inſped, 
How the-Great God by Small meanbs doth protect ; 
Whoſe ſtrength can make our ſtrongeſt weak 
Our Cobwebs ſtrong, no earthly ſtrein'can break , 
'That we might put no Truſt in Exrthen Powers: : 
For weak is all the Fortirude of Ours. - 
An Anchor we that night from Shore obtain . 
And ſo Return into the Downs again I 
And weighing thence , favour'd wit h winds & fleods, 
Our ſetves in Safety with our ſhip and goods +; 
' The Twenty fifth ( aſſiſted by the Lord d] 
Arriv'd at London and at Rarchf Atoord . 

Thou God of this great Vaſt, that «oft Comniand 

IS *IW th thy Alnigrhty: Hand, 
Water ,Earth, dir, and F; we 
( The Elements: ) the Sun, the Moon , and Stars 
"AF not their onm affaires , 
But what thou duff require 3 : 


O who can view thy pow'r, & net thy pow'r aamires 
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OCCASIONALLY WRITTEN ON 
Some Remarkadles hap*ning at the Birth of the Soft 


of Thomas and Sarah Wallis »por the Atlantick 
or Weſtern Ocean » July the 26 1684 - 


© Aaths. nts... Ht. recs. tat. at 


—_— ar = 4 
4 


wy "<p aA CFE TSS TEES : we" * OCT PW ” Ns 2 
EE Ren Los.” 2rd Fe 2 on Pe x 


VV Allis, ( for yet thon haſt no other Name * 
This hon, if thou live to read the ſame. 
In thy tnaturer years, thou mayſt-from thence 
'; Ground Gontemplations on God's Providence... 
TX At thy Nativity the Southern Gales 
With Gentler Breezes faintly fill'd our Sailes , 
The Curled Ocean's wrinkled Brows were down ; 
Whoſe Surface $-il*d that ſeem'*d before to frown 
|  Neptunes Attendants from the Deeps reſort . 


And dance Levaltos m-his wat*ry.Court ; 

When: thou wert Born, July.the Twenty þ xt , 

Grampas and Sholes of Porpoiſe ( Tacottiant 

\ Attend the Ship, and- Pitterel: take Win gz, 

j Both Fiſh and Fowl: Advene the Goſſipping: 

| | And when the Evening of the day drew nigh ; 

| The big {well'd Clouds darkned the Azure Sky 
Shaking their dropping: Fleeces on the Maine , 

And to their Element return again ; 

Lightnings bright. Flaſhes iſſu*d from the Skye, ) 08 

And Peals of Thunder Ecchod from'on þigh ; C 'Þ 

F hek things attended thy AVaipvity + 2 © | 
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The Clizzate where thoi thy firſt 57eath didſt draw! 
Was between Errope and America : 
About the Batitade of Forty four , 
And New-fognd- Land was indg,d the nigheſt ſhore 3 
The Finck Agventnre ſery'd at once inſtead 
Of thy Birth#hamber, Cradle, and thy Bed; 
Hold not-the Meaneſs of the place i in Scorn "P 
For Chriſt hicffelf was in a-Stable born: © F 
When thy reflecting thoughts ſhall call to mind 3 
The Hardſhips ifticident to Hiimane kind, _ 
Then let the Eye of Faith thy mind Convey. 
0 view the Muhger where thy Saviour lay » 
' Whom God hath {ent to bear thy ſrfull load 3 | 
'Tnon haſt no more to doe but ſerve thy GOD \, $22.52 oq- 

Noew' may the Parents of the Child enjoy , 
Sacceeding Comforts in their Sea-horn Boy , 
May his matiirer years cauſe- Joy and mirth., 
Sweetning the 1 roubles that attend his Binth; 
Why they thoſe Conſolating Mercies prize , © © - 
As irom he God of Mereies they Ariſe,  _-- 
And from his never-failing Fountains flow $0789 £24 
'To make their: minds up to Thankſgiving grow 3 5” 

. If the Boy lives-and Capable to Read , 
Tho the nivan'furhsr of theſe Lines be Dead; 
Yet *tis'his. will the Toxrh ſhonld-have the Game, 


And therefore; t thereunts Snbſcribes his name” £74 
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